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FOREWORD

This i the fifih in the series of annual reports presenting faces on
California posoners. The gadwering and reporting of this infarmarion
has been donc earcfally and aceuratels. The persons respiasible are
deservine of our simcere appreciation.

The data in this report arc organized o {four sections: Insnituional
Population and Alovement. Prisoners Received From Cowrr, Prisoners
[ekogied From Prison, and Parole Populetion and Moverment.

We who are responsible for and interesred in the administration of
criminat justice will find neny uses for die basic informadion in this
TURULL,

Hiceaen A Moier
Director of Correcrions
Saeramento, California
December 1, 1935
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CALIFORNIA PRISONERS
1954

SUMMARY

FRISOM POPULATION AT HIGH POENT

On December 31, 1954, the total populaton of the institations of the
Deparrment of Corrections was 15,376, an increase of 1,227 doring the
yvear. This population was composed of 13,8%¢ men and 544 women
under felony comminnents, 860 yeurhs under commitment to the Youth
Authority but earcd for in the iastitutions of the Department of Correc-
tions, and 76 other persons under speeial commitnients.

Sinee 1944, when the Thepartment of Corrections was established, the
prizon population has risen from 5,710 to 15,376, an increase of 9,466
inmates ar 169 pereent. Thes, o 10 vears, the departinent has faced the
tremendous problem of reorganizing the California prison system to
provide addidonal housing faciliries to care for this increased population
and ¢o develop suitable diversified programs in costody and treatment
for the beneficial training and oecupation of the inmates to preven their
moral and physical disintegration.

ADMISIION

A total of 4,003 men and 229 women were received as new persons
conunitted to prison during 1954 a5 compared with 3,892 men and 179
women received in 1953, When the dumber of men committed is related
to state population, there 15 no ncrease in this 1954 rare of commitment
over that for §953,

Ofense

There were increases In the rates of admission for those men com-
mitted for narcotics effenses, theft except auro, and burglery. Signif-
cantdy, the erimes of wiclence, as homicide, robhery, assault, and sex
offenses, had decressed rates. The commitment rate of those convicted
fur auro cheft also was less.

Counly or Area of Commitment

As compared with the commitment taves of 1953, the 1954 rates for
men showed a small increase in Los Angeles County and a decrease In
the other Southern California countics. The rates decreased in the Bay
area counties other than San Francisco and in the Szcramento Valley
counties.

Age of Admission
‘I'here was a very slight shift toward an older age group for both men
and women cominirted o prison in 1954, The median age of men at
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12 CALIFORNTA PRISONERS

admission changed from 28.5 years in 1953, to 29.0 vears in 1954, and
that of the women, from 29.6 to 30.3. Likewise, the percent of total
admissions who were under 25 vears old dropped frem 313 percent in
1953, to 28,2 poreent in 1954, for the men and from 26.8 to 25.7 percent
for the women.

The availability of the Youth Authority facilities for those under 21
vears amd the use of probation for younwer offenders, which may ac-
count for the decreased population of those committed under 25 vears
of age, is 1 hopefol trend,

Prior Crimino! Record

Of the men newly committed to prison in 1954, about 15 percent had
no record of a prior commitment, 49 percent had been commmitted o
jail ar juvemile institutions previously, and 36 percent had prior prison
cosmmuitments. OF the women, 11 pereent had a2 record of prior commit-
IMENE T & Prison type instition. Thus, a relatively small propertion of
the men commirted to prison are first offenders. The first offenders
prabably are leing given probationary sentences.

The prison programs must e gaged to influence the recidivists as
about 87 porcent of the men committed have setved prior sentences.
Therefore programs of intensive reatoent mmst be instigated and main-
tained if any permancnt benefictal results are to be obrained in this
recidivist group,

RELEASE AND TIME SERVED IM PRISOM
Methed of Release

Of the 3,310 men first released from prison doring 1954, 87 percent
were released on parole, 11 percent were discharged from prison at
expiration of senterice and 1.7 percent died in prison or were execnted.

First Parole.  The median fime served hefore parole by the 2,874 men
released on parole for the first time in 1954 was 30 months, the same as
it has been for the prior three vears, For nacconcs cases the wmedian time
served rose from 24 months in 1953, o 27 months in 1954, Lhere werc
no substantial changes between che 1953 and che 1254 medians of time
served by the other offense groups.

Reparele.  Men remmed to prison as techmeal parole violatos who
again were paroied during 1954 served a median time of 20 months. Men
rocurmed o prison ss parole violators with new felony commitments
served a median time of 44 months before reparole.

Expirofion of Sanfence

'The median timie served before discharge from prison by the 379 men
who were released for the fiest time ar expiration of sentence was 24
months. For those whe had been renrmed to prison as technical parole
violators and remained in che prison until che expivation of their term,
the median tine was 20 months, For those who had been rerurned with
new felony commitments and who remained in prison until the expira-
tien of their sentence, the median served was 48.5 months,
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PARCLE TERMINATION
Method of Termination
In 1954, the toral number of men whose paroles were terminated was

2,977, Of these, 1,493 were suspended and ordered returned to prisen,
1,429 were discharged at expiratiomn of sentence, and 55 died.

Time on Parole Before DHscharge

Those men who were on parule for the first tione and whose sentences
expired during 1954 had served a median time of 30 months on parole.
This was an increase from the medim time of 27 onths served by the
simmilar group discharged from parole jn 1953,

Persons committed for crimes against property served a lesser time
ot parole than those commmitted for more serous and violent crimes
which is in keeping with public desire as expressed in statotory law.

Suspension

The cumulative proportion of male parolees who viplared during their
first year of parole and each successive vear thereafrer shows that in
recent years che propottion of men being suspended che first vear or
rwo of parole is decressing.



INTRODUCTION

This report on California prisoners sets forth statistcal information
for the calendar year 1954 compared with the year 1953, All persons
who are convicted of felony offenses in the superior coures of Cali-
formia and sentenced to the state prisons are committed to the costody
of the Director of Crrreedions, Men are delivered o one of two recep-
tion-guidance centers, located at the Californiz State Prison at San Quen-
tin fer men convicted in che northern part of the State and at the Cali-
fornia Institetion for Men at Chine for those in the southern area. All
women committed to prisomn are received at the California Institution
for Women at Corona. After disgnostic study by the receprion-geidance
centers staffs and with the approval of the Director of Corrections, the
men are transferred to one of seven institurions for treatment. They
may be transferred among the nstitucions or to camp as is appropriate
for the particular training needs of the individual. The women after
initial stody remain at the California Institution for Women.

The great preponderance of prisoners in the Department of Correc-
tions are adult [elons committed to the Director of Corrections after
conviction in the superior courts; however, other types of inmates onder
special seetons of the law are houscd in the institotgons of the depart-
ment. The largest additional group consists of young males whe have
been committed to the Department of the Youth Auothority, and who
have heen placed by thet antherity in an instioation of the Departinent
of Corrections. Most of these vouths who might benefit from a program
of vocational training arc confined tn the Denel Vocational Institution,
which was established to care for young men committed to gither the
Youth Authority o the Department of Cotteetons, At the present time
this institution, with a capacity of 1,200 beds, is housing 300 Youth
Aunthority boys and 400 adult priseners, In addition to these youths
there are other specialized tvpes of prisoners being cared for by the
depattment, such as recalcitrant tubcereular defendants committed to the
custody of the State Department of Public Health and placed by it in
the California Medieal Faeility, some sex psychopaths and psychopathic
delinquents placed, for custodial reasons, in the institacions of che De-
partment of Corrections by the Department of Mental ITygiene. As will
ke scen in the detailed infrrmation preseneed, these specialized cypes
account only for a very small portion of the total number of prisoners.

This statistical analysis of California prisoners reviews information not
only on persons who were commiteed to the control and custody of the
Direceor of Correcuons, but also on the detenninadons made by the two
sentencing and paroling authoritics. With the exception of persons com-
mitted under the death penalty or for a deflinite term of life, as after
convicrion for first degrec murder, all others are commitred to the Di-
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INTRODUCTION 15

rectar of Corrections under the indererminate sentence provided by law
for the particular offense involved. The dercrmination of the length of
sentence and how long a man will serve in prisaon before parole, if he is
paroled, is made by the Adult Autherity. In the case of women, the
Board of Trastees of the California Tnstitution for Women has the same
powers of determining senrence and parole for the inmates of this insti-
tution as the Adult Authordty has for the men.

While persons committed to the Direcror of Corrections under Cali-
formia law remain in his offictal custody untl che expiration of their
sentences, those who are released on parole are supervised by agencies
that are independent of the Director of Corrections. Male parolees are
supervised by the Division of Adule Parules which is under the adminis-
trative control of the Adult Authority, and womnen parolees are super-
vised by women parole officers under the jurisdiction of the board of
trustees,

The Adulr Auchority and the hoard of trustecs have an ingerest in
the general policies which govern the administrarion of the institutions,
just as the Director of Corrections has an interest in the general deter-
mingtions of sentence and dme served in prison. The chree administra-
ove entities meet In consideration of these policies.

In prescnting information relatng to time served, two peneral meas-
ures will be used, the median time served and the range of the middle
80 percent of the cases within the class, The median Is the mose accept-
able average for purposes of measuring time served as it is the middlc
case in any group when all are arranged in order from lowest o highest,
and cannot be influenced, as is the arithmetic average, by the extreme
values particularly of the cases with the longest cime served. The range
of the middle 80 percent of the cases also is a better representative of
the gencral spread of the toral group than is the eatire range from one
extreme to the other. By climinating the extreme cases that occur in the
Jowest 10 percent and the highest 10 percent of the distribution, atten-
tion Is concentrated on the time served by the more stabilized middle
four-fifths of the cases.

Annual data and some historicel dara arc presented in chis report in
four secgens: first, instientional population and movement; second, pris-
oners received from court, chird, prisoners released from prison; and
fourth, parole population and movenent.




INSTITUTICNAL POPULATION AND MOVEMENT

During the year 1954, the toral population of cthe nstitutions in the
California Department of Corrections increascd by 1,227 to a population
of 15,376 on December 31, 1954, The following figures show the Cali-
fornia ptison population and che anowal inercase for the past 10 years:

Awttual increase
December 3in Pamilatfon  Nuwnber Tercent

T - . Ry
BRrL LR . 0l ES 1a.L
1946 ... . ... kR 1201 18.3
17 T 1) 1,197 153
L e 10054 1L 1.4
1949 SO [ . L gLS f1
L L 10,598 i [ ]
| L 11,9540 341 9
| L= e 13,164 1,230 10.3
| e 14,14% D) 734
1954 . R L 1,227 By

During the finst half of the 10-year period, therc was an increase of
5,182 in total popufation and during the last five wears thers was an
increase of 4,477, This was an average increase of over 1,000 persons
pet vear for the first period and 900 per year for the second. The
ingrease for the calendar vear 1954 was the sccond largest numerical
increase that occurred during the 10-vear period and was an increase
of 8.7 pereent over the population for December 31, 1953,

Ar the beplnning of this 10-year perind, prison population in Cali-
fornia and threnghout the United States was at an woosual low as i
was the last years of World War 11, Conscouently the rapid growth thae
occurred doring the first three or possibly four years of this period may
be considered a return to the mormal prson population following the
wmsual war conditions. There 15 no question bae chat patt of the growth
in prison population during the sceond fAve-vear period is due ro the
general increase in Cafifornia popuolation, but it remaing that the prison
rate of ncrease was greater than the state populanon proweh, Tor this
perind, the five-year average annual rate of increase was 7 percent in
prison papulation and 4 percent in California population; in fact, for
the California population m the age group 15-64 vears the average
increase was only 3.3 pereent, The lamer percents are based on total
population figuees imcluding civilisn and military, published July, 1955,
by the California Starc Deparmment of Finance. The comparison of the
actual growth in prison populacion and total California population for
the pediad 1943-1955, and of the estithated growth to 1965, is shown
in Chare L.
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1% CALIFORNIA PRISONERS

Of necessity more institutions and facilities had o be provided to
care for the prison population that has nearly tripled in the last 10 yoars,
At the beginmmy of 194% there were just four Institutions in existence,
Folsam, San Omentin, the Califormia Tnstitution [or Men at Chine, and
the California Tnsticution for Women then located at Teliachapi. Since
1945 there has come into bemy four pew institutions and a major branch
of another, The Deyel Vocationa! Institonion first was established in
1946 at 2 temporary sive near Lancaseer, and moved to the new perma-
nent inscitntion at Tracy doring the summer of 1953, A new mediom
security prison built near Scledad was oceupied in 1950, The California
Madical Facility established on a temporary basis in 1949 by using
federal facilities available at Terininal Tsland was moved into the new
permatient institution ac Vacaville during Rlay, 1955, In the latter part
of 1954, rhe California Men's Colony was established on an Army and
Marional CGuard camp site near San Toois Obispo. Ar the end of 1954 the
institution at “P'ehachapi, which was occupied formerly by the women
prisoners befare their retnoval to their new institucion near Coronz in
Aungrust, 1952, was ready to be reopened as a branch of the California
Inscitution for Men to care for abouc 500 men.

In addition to the mstmrional facilitics, the Departinent of Correc-
tions in cooperation with the California Department of Public Works
and the California Department of Natoral Resourees operates throe per-
manent highway camps and 10 permanent foresery camps which house
approximately 800 men, On December 3L, 1954, the population of these
camps was 503 as compared with 633 on the [ast day of December, 1949,
and 529 on Decemnber 31, 194,

The distribution of the total population by jnstitntion s shewn for
the last day of the ycar for cach of the past five years in Table 1. The
camyps are operated by the {four larger institutions and the camp popula-
tion is incheded in the institucional torals.

TAERLE

POPULATION OF CALIFORMIA PRISONS
December 31, 1950, 1251, 1952, 1953, and 1954

Inaritazion 150 w1 | i 135F 1954

Y 11,394 11,030 13,164 14,147 (ERE
Calducna Iustitudion far Mem . .. . _ r.r41 206k 2,138 A TS 1,111
Cladifonmnag Meny Colony o ... - . . 443
Eewel Yacatinoal Insrimackm_ ..o hd 4TS §57 o2 1216
Frleown Prises ... . 225k 34l 1,137 LHTH 708
Medical Favilive. ... 2 1.010 1401 LkEn L.m7z
Han fuenin P e 3712 4,742 4 B4l 4,743 1,651
Epdudadd Prisaa. ... i1 fux1.3 1.951 1% | 2.788
Calitornia Institutine for Wemen___ .. 15 | 37 45 Ho 1)

‘The general movement of population in and ont of the institutions is
shown i Table 2 for hoth 1953 and 19%4 hy sex and tvpe of commit-
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20 CAVLTFOENTA PRISONERS

ment. The number of persons received from cowrt on original commit-
ment inereased from 4,071 in 1953 to 4,232 in 1554, T'he great majoricy
of these commitments were men; the cxtremely small mambers of women
constitirted abont 4 and § percent of these annual woials

The 4,232 persons received in prison en first commitments and the
i8] parole violators retomed with new commitments do not represent
all of the commitments received on prisoncrs during 1934, Very fre-
quently persons already in prison gre taken out to court to have addi-
tional commitments assessed apainst them, or they may have had a prier
probacion which is tevoked as a result of their present incarceration. Tn
order to accounc for all the individuals on whom commitments wers
received daring the vear 1954, Table 3 ig presented which shows the
gcncral FFes of commitmonts by sex. There were 5,505 vn whom com-
INLments were received duung the wear. OF this cotal munber, 4,944
were direct commitments to prison for 4 new oflense, while 561 repre-
sented corumiiments not [or new oflenses bue by reason of revocation
of probation on a former offense, To Hlostrate how close the agreement
is between the muntber of persons on wlom commirments were received
by the Deparement of Corrections and che mmmber of persons sentenced
by the supenor courts: The publication Crigee in California 1954 re-
ported that che 3R comnties of the Stare sent 4,902 persons to prison on
direct commitments, and the figeres of the Departmene of Corrections
show there was a total of 4944 perions on whom direct cormmicments
were received. Inasmuch 95 the time of sentence and the fime of receipt
arc not cxactly the same, It would appear that these two [lgures aceu-
rately 2ccount for the persans committed to prisos.

TABLE 3
PRIZOHERS OWN WHCM SUPERIOR COURT COMMITMEMNTS WERE RECEIVED
1954
Cluasibea Lo ol priscaer Tural Iap Wemen
- L e | -
Tatal conupitoweuts . . oo ERED 525 kv
Tatal direct cemmicmenrs e e mmmmemaman 4, 4,708 234
‘Tatal probiztica revaked comanitmeocs. .. . Al E13 4
Tirsr AelMisames 1ok fmi . o o e e e e e ee 4231 4,005 im
DHrccl Sz I . o oo oo e . 1,004 AL in
Prahating rewvaked, only | e e el 1fda 15k 11
Farele wivlator setuensd with oew senlcoce oLl a5l -84 14
lzcapes returmed with new direct commitment | O O Lo L L.. 4 ki 1
Frizm aleeady in f-ign on wown sl itkenal commitment recaived. . 272 ny I T
Dzt oLl ool - 137 1E2 5
Proharion cowoked, unles ool o . ne . 113 2
1*rohatiay Tevoked cammitment received slong wich Qe gumnng-
AL - o ot e e e e e e e . aen 26T 13




PRISONERS RECEIVED FROM COURT

A description of the general characteristics of the persans newly com-
mitted to prison from supetior court gives some indication #s o the
kinds of persons heing received each vear, The lour basic characteristics
are offense, county or area of conmmicment, age at admission, and pricr
erimingl record, For the men and the women each of these characreris-
tics 15 presented separately, comparing admissons during 1954 with
those during 1953,

Although the number of commitments during 1534 incressed over
the previsus vear, so too did Califernia’s population, The number of
felons committed to prison our of cvery K000 persons resident in
Calitomia is shown in tabular presencations for offense and for county
of commirment, I'hese commitment rates are based on estimares of total
population since estimates are not available on a county breakdown by
age or by sex, The primary reason {or presenting these rares is that the
yuar by year comparisons show the increase or decrease in number of
commitments adjusted for stake population growth.,

OFFENSE

All persons committed to prison are classified according to the specific
offense of which they were convicted. In the case where 2 person is
convicted of more than one type of offense, he is assigned the classifi-
cation of the maost serious offense in rerms of maxioum possible sentence.
The offense diseributdion of persons commicted during 1953 and 1954,
and of the coimparisons of the commimment races for each year are shown
in Takle 4A for the men and Table 4B for the women.,

The cotal number of male commitments newly received from court
in 1954 was 4003, a shel incresse over the 1953 number. However,
when the mcrease in commitments is adjusted {or population growth
there was acrually a decrease of seven-tenths of 1 percent, This generali-
zation does not apply ta rhe varictes of offenses. Only one offonse
gronp, forgery and checks, showed no particnlar chanee. Of narcotic
comuurments, even when adjusted for population growth there was a
28 pereene tise over 1933, Two other offense groups, theft except auto
and burglary, also showed mcecases over popalation growth. Decreases
were shinwn for alf other types of offenses, ncluding sex oifenses, assavlr,
robbery, homicide, and 2w thefr, Among the misecllaneous other
offense mroup, it will be noted the comuianuents for escape from camp
or jail dropped from %2 in 1953 to 36 in 1954, "This probably was due to
the cliunge in the law which made nonviclent escapes from a jaill or 2
camp a misdemeanor mather than & felony.

To allow for state population growth, the rates of commitment for
some offenses were camputed for cach year since 19500 These rates arc

HEE
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TABLE 4A

OFFENSE GROUPS
Male Prisenevs Reraived From Court, 1953 and 1954

I353 | V' EL
FPercent
change
]| T Rave Rute N T4TE
. per - per 1934 nwer
Sumber 100, 7N Muraher 1008 N 10531
papulatioo® papacn®
Takal oo I 3,502 2.0 4,071 i LR —.7
Tomicids . - . . . . 171 1.3 147 | 1.1 —57
Sfarer 1ot oo kLY 18 o .
Beeder 200 L. 3i - 5 i .
AManalaughter .. . a7 . al - -
tdanslaughier by vehicle. ... £ D T - -
Rohhery . T 6.4 & 54 —a.7T
Rabbery 131____ Lot . 435 - —
Robbery 24, el 152 - 191 - .
Ficher .. . n — 15 - -
Ammanlt. oL ' 2L 10 ¥ n.a R |
Benanbn winl dspdly weapoan, oo - 102 - Es . .-
Cther. .., . ... .. . 1% - i - -
Bunearp__--. 133 a0 B2 E.4 K
Torglary Tat. .- 7 - B4 - -
Hurglary 4. . 635 .. a4 . -
Mher. . 11 - kL . -
Theft except 801 oo 211 .0 bt 2.2 1.0
Corawal thefe - 1 . 174 .- -
Farry thefr with pudar - oy — gl - .
Keceiving stolen property ..o ... oo 21 . 23 - -
Awcorhefr oo L I 1.4 100 1.k —k.0
Forgerv and clecks o . . I L] 7al .0 n,4
ﬁunﬁ:nﬂs e —— - Nk 2.5 32 1.9 —4.1
- 123 .- T4 . -
]'_,.:wd itz with vhildeen_ e L1 . 105 - -
Orhar_ . - - & .- i - -
Maorotien o oo i 4.1 ] ER R0
{Hker pleoses - ... M 1.7 158 [.1 —25.4
Dreailly wezpows 23 - 15 " .- .
Treunk driving.. I P L - .
Failiure 1o sendrer aid m .- H - .-
Abertion. .. m . . 2 .- -
Al o e ot e 1 ! 13 .-
Taeaps ko .- 3 . -
Hidoapdog- - oo ool - . 2 . .
Habiiwwa] voirninal (oo 4 - 2 . .
Crrher . . T | - 45 - _-

*Gnarce: Califacnia papulatioe estimates fram Scace Lepartment of Finanee, "Fstimared Papolaeion of Cabifue-
mia's Aocar amd Cuorataes, TPS0RLSEY Mavonbuer, 100F, o 16,
fllmputed feam 1951 ond 1954 commicmenc ratir of re decimal Mages.
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TABLE 4B

CIFFEMSE GROUPS
‘Women Przoners Bacoived From Court, 1953 qnd 1954

i3 [
Perceut
vhange
1Tena Rate Rare inorate
0 T . Per 1454 over
Muuiler 100000 Nuwber 106100 1953t
pageilation® pepulation®
- | S
Talalee oo the 1.5 219 Las TR
Nacdride. oo oo e e .2 I8 u.2 —5.1
Alepde- Lt .. 4 _ k] _ N
Ahizrder 2d . 7 R -
Slanslewghter ... __.... ... 18 L 17 . -
Rutlary _ 12 _ 1L -
Aema i o oo 4 - 11 -
Burglacy oo, . R 11 12 . _ -
L 1; - M4 | )

Forgery and checks_ .. &l 1.5 7I 9.6 14,4
Sex adanaec . J T ' - 1 --
|
Mazauive_ oL 34 | .1 52 0.4 H 4
Orther affrnces [ 12 - 14 . | -

*Lourcer Califaroia population estimaces fromm State Department of Finzoce, “Estimated Papubation of Cali-
faenia™s foewe and Conngic, P55 MNavember, 1955 p, 16
T'L'umputed from 1953 apd 1954 semmirmenr rares ol 3w deviral Flare

contrasted pictorially in Chart I for the offenses in which there were
more than 200 male commitments darng 1954,

The pumber of women conunitted incressed from 179 during 1953
to 229 during 1954, Nareodes conmitments accounted for a large share

of this increase; there were 34 women committed dudng 1953 and 51
during 1954,

COUNTY OR AREA OF COMMITMENT

While there was almost no change berween 1953 and 1954 in the
state-wide cormminnene rates of male prisoners received from coutt per
106,000 population, geagraphical variations are shown in Table 5A, The
number of commiuments from Los Angeles Counry when adjusted for
population growth of that particular county mcreased 7 percent. This
increase was somewhat offset by the orher sourhern counties, so that the
adjusred increase for Southern Califoraia counties was 1.2 percent. Each
of the other rwo mbdivisions of the State, havinge only 2bout one-third
as many commirments as the southern area, showod decreases. In these
groups, Alameda Couney showed an adjusted decrease of 9 percent and
the 10 Sacramento Valley counties, a decrease of 17 pereent.
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TARME 5A
COUFNTY OR AREA OF COMMITMENT
#alg Prisenore Recelved From Courd, 1953 and 1954

1953 . 1954

Peenenr

chaog=

County o arsk sl commitment Mope FaL: . luTate
Murber I:ﬂll:.ll:'l':.'ll'l it I'JTLII.'I.I I w;;;u

papulatine™ e la Lion®

T4l : 2.592 izn 4007 | 1.8 —u.r
Soutbern Califeroia ... R 2,2 irn 1478 5.5 1.2
Las Appeles ... 1,458 .2 1,687 2.2 5.9
Bl couptea oo ooLo o0 oL . A3 T {1 336 - K1
Bao Francisen Rag area e ) 158 licH 1.4 —.F
Mameds . L oo... 17 250 175, ME —T
San Francisco. ... e g RN Ik 181 1.7
Fuzher coumties oo ool 212 158 11 1£.4 —r.5
Bazlzoce of Stace R, Bl g I K&5 1.1 —r.0
N Saeranente ¥allew oo .0 e .3 13 8.4 —I17.X
T Gan Jracpin Valles ___________ 473 9.5 454 al.L 1.3
I other caunties. . .- g Hu 20 30 : s

't\'mrce.'.-l:‘a'lifurn:'n population by cauoty estimates Fram Brare Bepartoent of Faaeer, “Estioated Populatinn
of Califarnie™ Aveas and Conntice, [930-I955," Novamber, 1955, . 16,
ompatsd fram 1953 sod 1954 comvmitawnil rates of Lwe decimai places
TABLE 5B
COQUNTY QR AREA OF COMMITMENT
Wamen Frisgnars Racarved From Couwrl, 1953 and 1954

|
' 193% 1954
J— o
cthange
Caunty ur arsx of counpitowant RaLc Rane i rake
L - [l - ner A e
2upabes §xLn I nzntss LU 1951+
population” puapulatau®
Tetalo ..ol 175 1.8 o) 1.5 AN
Earhe-n Califoents . . ___ 12 1.% LA 1.H 1.2
Lo Angules oo . .. = 1.3 T 1. 17.2
Fothermslive ... A [.7 L] 2.2 Ar
Sun Fraovisea Bar ara. oo .. .. 5l 1.7 is 1.8 | T
Alameda . . 1L . 17 -- .-
San Fraceisea........ . .. L) .00 1] F —H .5
Fasthivr wounlios. ool T - 17 - .
Ealauce of Btate_ .. ._..... . T 1.2 43 A0 1.4
T Bacramertn Vallay e e 1 .. o - -
7 San Jaayuio Falley . . 18 25 .
223 ther vounliva . ool 4 .. 11 .

*Enrce: Califronia popezlarion Ty counly estimates fram Srare Depotownt of Firauce. “Estimated Topolation
of Califarnias Areas and Connties, 19500955, Movember, 1445, 1. 16,
gt [rona 1955 vud 145 commitment rate ol 1vwo decinzat places.
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The increase in wonien commitments, as may be scen from the data
presented in Table 5B, was general throughout all areas of the State with
the exception of San Francisco County. Becavse of the relatively small
mumhber of women, ton much signilicance cannet be attached to the

differences observed in this table.

AGE AT ADMISSION

It is of intercst to examine the data availahle on ages of those com-
mitted to prison. In Tables A and 6B the age data are shown for men
and women, respeetively, who were committed duting 1953 and 1954
A eompzrison of the mien committed during 1954 with those commitred
during 1953 shows there was a greater proportion between 25 and 35
years of age and a proportionately smaller group under 25, The per-
centage of those who were under 25 dropped from 31.3 in 1953 to 28.2
in 1954. While this shows a rernclency to commit fewer youths to prison,
it does oot necessarily indicate less criminal activicy on the part of the
vouths and young adults. The availability of the California Deparment
of the Youth Authority facilitics for those under 21, and the use of
probation in the case of young offenders could account for the de-
ereased proportion of those who arc under 25 years of age. This slight

TABLE &A

AGE AT ADMISSION
sale Prissnars Recaived From Cowrt, 1953 and 1254

1943 175
Age at admission i
o yrars
mumher Mercent Mumber Prreoal
LAl - i mmieia ER n.n 4.0¥] 000
L T S n 1.9 1z | 1.3
1817 ... e e “ . ._ B _
18 . .. e H - 11
1%, e e e i} - B0 -
W4 e e 1,108 6.4 102% 3.7
L0 U .. 143 o -r ILK -
) PP 20 - G
b S P 285 . 251
B et e - 183 .
Mo . 123 A
T B 2.9 1.1W0 LS
k34 . . arg 1% Al 15.4
1519 . M .0 411 H1.3
A ! I . T 313 7.
L i 3.1 n:r 5.1
30 and nver e e e e e e a7 &3 Y £.2
Alediac age_ ... .. .8 2.0
Pereent vodec 23 e 1.3 8.2
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TABLE &B

AGE AT ADMISSION
Women Prizsoners Received Fram Court, 1752 and 1954

1953 1954
Age at admuimion i
im yeare
Fomber Furoeot Nuwnbre Percent
Tamal ... . R ! 17 100, 7 .

Tndes 2N e e e _?. R a 2.0
1547 .. s . !_ - . .
LB, s i - -
I e = - . -] .- &

M - 41 1w LK 151
A 1 . n -
.1 9 5 -
o A - 15 ..
B JE 10 . 13 _-
M 11 . 12 .

L a8 251! 5 ¥4

034 24 15,7 il 13.5

L M 1.4 i) 1.7

A end B o e 4 19.0 2] M5

Median mge .. . oo iciciceceoao. 9.5 3.1

Peroeut wader 25 e s | T

shift in age of prisoners received also is indicatcd in the rise in median
age from 28.5 years for men committed during 1933 te 29.0 years for
those raceived during 1954

There were some shifts in the ape of the women committed to prison,
Table $B. The median age for the women rose from 29.6 years ta 30.3
years, The peteentage of those comumitted who were under 25 deereased
from 26.8 in 1933 to 25.7 in [954. Of the women received each wear
over 4} yecams of age there was an increase from 19.0 pereent to 24.5
percent.

PRICR CRIMIMAL RECORD

All persons committed to prison are classificd by their prior criminal
record on information reecived from the Federal Buresu of Investigation
repotts, the California Bureau of Criminal [denrification and Investiga-
tion records, the pre-sentence probation reports, and personal interviews
with the inmates while in the Reception-CGinidance Center, On this in-
formation, prisoncrs are classified into three basie groups:

1. ‘Those wha have no record of prior commitment o jal, juvenile
institutions, or prisomn.

2. Thuse who have a prior jail or juvenile commimment record only.
Incladed in the latter proup arve prior cotmmitments to Department
of Youth Authority facilities or ather statc correctional schools and
juvenile institutions or county juvenile forestry camps.
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3. Those who have a record of a prior prison commitment, subdivided
intr one, two, three or more prison priors.

Duata on prior criminal records of men and women newly cotmmitted
to prison dorng 1953 and 1954 arc shown in Table 74 and Table 71,
Of the men received daring 1954, 48.7 percent had a ptior jail or juve-
nile tecard only, 358 percent had prior prison commitments, and 155
percent had no prior crininal recard. OF those with no prior conumit-
menes there was a smaller propoction received during 1984 than duting
the previcus vear, while there was an increase in proportionate size of
the ather fwo groups.

IFFor the women also, the 19354 data indicate a smaller proportion of
commitments with no prison record and an inereased proportion of the
other two groups, Table 7R

TABLE TA

FRIOR CRIMIMAL RECORD
Male Prisorers Received from Ceorl, 1953 and 1954

I35 ! LERE]
Trpe al poier con=nir mens
“eorher Ierzent  + Mumhber Pareene

B 1 R ) 10010 4007 100, 0}

Ky pios commitmeant Lo Tar 15,7 [ 1E.&
Frivz jail or Sueenile 2nly Lol | %) T ) 1951 .7
Friar prison comun il ool o Ba2n 13w 14312 5.4
{Ine pu#nr e e cemmicann Tl 1.5 KL JUN |
T L i K5 et 5.7
The wr mese g s PRI . £.% 3l e

TAELE TE
PRICR CRIMINAL RECORD
Women Prizaners Roceived Frem Court, 1953 and 1954
| R 1utg
Type of prinr commitzent
YR Pereei Mucher Percent
Tl o e e ao 1 .0 ¥t 1Lk i}
MO prisr coeo LT i .o, ™ 111
1
Préas jaul or Suvenile ol oo Lol L K1 40,4 | I L) =
P Friaem enminitment . o oo oo e 17 #.3 p3 Loy
Ol posiE e oo - . 11 ; 7.3 4 7.0
Toaus prisorr, . 1, 1.7 ) 1
TR AIF TREATE PR «ee oo o dee e o meem e meme o I 5 F [IRY)
1




PRISONERS RELEASED FROM PRISON

All persons convicted of felony offenses and sentenced to prison are
cormrmitted for an indeterminate terin with the minmmem and maximam
limits prescribed by law except those persons committed under the
death penalty or for mandqmr} life setwences. Within these preseribed
limits and restricted by certain statatory imitations, the Adulc Authority
determines the longth of sentence for male Ir:lm\:-.._ and the Board of
Trustees of the California Institution for Women fixes and refives the
sentences for women. Stamatory limitations on the sentencing power of
these boards result from aggravated minimun sentences when possession
of a deadly weapon at time of the offense or arrest, and/or previous
conviction of a fclony has been proved. Minimnm sentence may also
be tncressed In cases where a person is eonvicted of wore than one
felony and the court Tmposcs consecutive senrences.

In addirion these two sentencing boards are paroling boards and have
the power to parole and cstablish release dates of all prisoncrs whe have
served 3 minimum time in prison necessary for parole release, excepe
those under the death penalty and those serving hile sentences without
pussibility of parole.

TIME SERVED BY PRISONERS RELEASED

Since imprisonment is always for certain specificd periods of dme
determined by the law and administrative decision of the sentencing and
paroling anthorities, the lengrh of tme persons are kept in prison before
release becomes 2 matter of major interest. Related to the amount of
time served in prison are questions of the period of confinerent required
for different types of offenses and for different types of prisoners, as
well as the amount of rime prisoners should serve before release for their
own rehabilitation and for the general protection ol soviety, The estab-
lishment and operation of prisons is an expensave process. If the average
amount of time reguired of prisoners niscs, it adds to the prison load
both in terins of greater nombers and greater expense, 1 the tine de-
creases, it lessens che load both on the poson adminisiration and on the
taxpayer.

Tt is essential char the length of imprisonment be analyzed primarily
in terms of the first release of a prisoner. At that poinc the sentenee
and the parole date have been set with reference to the original offense
for which the person was committed, Thus the data should reveal the
general partern of ome served as set by the sentencing amheoritics, 1'he
person who has been returned as 2 parale violator and is released a
second or third time offess a more complicated problem with refercnce
to time served. Lhe tdme served by him invalves both comsideration of
lus original offense and alko either of lis new offense or of the technical

[2a]
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violation for which he was returned to prison. Some information will
be reported on persons remmed who subsequently were reparoled or
discharged ar expiration of sentence, hut it is of those released for the
first time that study of the pattern of time served and i reladon to
other factors such as offense is of signilicance.

METHOD OF RELEASE

Nearly cvery person committed to prison is released sometime or
another and rerurned to free soctety. This always has been troe of all
prison systems in the United States. In California, over the past 10 years,
uf the prisoners relegsed for the frst tme afrer their original commit-
ment, BR percent of all releases were paroled, 10 percent were discharged
at expiration of senence, and 2 percent died in prison or were executed.

Data vn adult male felons released from prisen prescnccd firsg in
Table 2 are expanded in Table § to show moere detailed information on
those persons who were released for dhe first tome and those who have
been rerurned te prison as parole vielators and subsequently were re-
released. In 1953, first releases showed 85 percent parcled and approxi-
mately 13 pereent discharged at expiration of sentence. In 1954 there
was a slight increase in the proportion of those paroled, and a decrease
in the proportion relessed at cxpiration,

TABLE 8

METHCD OF RELEASE
Mole Privaners Ralagied Frem Prison, 1953 and 1954

1953 1454
Mlethnd of release
Munl<t Frercent momber Feroeng
Tarsl . oo e e e memeeaee 4,016 100.0 4,141 1M

Pamde_ .. LA L) LR 1,271 T 4
Fapiratioo of sentence_ . _ .. . oo L'EN 20.1 76 LR
Theath oF AEECUEEIT - - - o oo oo e b3 1.3 Fr 1.8
Firat oebeamc_ .. . ER L n.o 3,300 0.0
Parade .. 3717 o521 2874 b5 4
Expiration ol sewlcwee_ o oo .0 ... 129 [ER | 3 115
Dicath oo cxssution. . . . R, £ T4 57 1.7

Beermbease_ oo Ry Al
Afer return with oew comanitmenno oo Lo 74 1000 hyal 10
Parwle. . . ... .. el FLLE e 231 rr
Frpdrstinn of semtence . i 9.0 62 19.2
Death or ezeoudion oL L3 L.l 1) EN S
Afcer retern withouk ne=w comoubinent . oo _ 431 106 & 7 100.0
Parole oo o . [ 165 o 33?.‘;. o __I_i?_ 2
Trpiration of aeocence. . oL oLo___. 3z ES_5 138 654
Death ar execubon. o - oo oo 5 1.0 5 1.0
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There is 2 rather marked difference in the method of release of those
persens who have been returned as parole violators. When a prisoner
is returned for parcle violaton his onginal sentence is reset by the sen-
tencing zuthonicy and a new determination is made 25 te whether he will
be releazsed on parcle or remain in prison te the expiraton of his sen-
tenee, Of those coming back as violators with an addidonal commitment
ta be served, about 8¢ percent were paroled again and about 19 percent
setved to expiration of sentence, Bue of those who were returned on a
technical basis for parole vielation, i.e., not having hcen recommitted
to a California prison on 3 new offense, about one-third were reparoled
and abour two-thirds remained in prison unol cxpiration of sentence.

The pracuce of the Board of Tostees of che California [nstrution for
Women is to release practically cvery person on parole, see Table 2.
In 1953, of the 201 women released from the imsdturion, 2 were
patoled and 1 died, Tn 1954, there were 2 discharged at expiration of
sentence, 190 paroled, and 2 deaths.

FARCLE

Parole is the most common foem of colease as this system is connected
clusely to the vse of the indeterminate sentence. Parole gives more ade-
quate protection to the public through release under supervision of
qualificd officers, as opposed to discharge at expirarion of sentence with-
cut any further supervision or control of the prisoner after release.
Must states having the indeterminate sentence system parole the majority
of their prisoners and California is no exception.

Data in this secrion on parole are presented separately for those re-
leased on first parole and the men released on second or more parole,
for reasons stated in the beginning of this chapter, Because of the
extremely small nuomber of women reparoled, 37 in 1953 and 42 In 1934,
no data are presented on these cages.

Firg Parole

The number of men released on first parole during 1953 and 1954 and
measures of fime they served in prison arc shown in Table 9A for offense
groups of more than 25 cases, For all offenses combined the median time
served was 30 months for each year. The range in time served by the
middle 80 percent of the 1954 parolees was slighely lower, 15 to 54
months, than thar for the 1953 group, 18 to 40 monchs.

Compazrisons of time served for the individual offenses reveal no
outstanding changes between the two years. For seven offense groups
the median times served by the 1954 first parolees were shorter. Also
for most of these same groups the upper imits of the ranges in time
served by the middle 80 percent were slightly [ower in 1954, indicaring
fewer cases with longer time served. For the offensc of rape, the upper
limit of the middle four-fifths was much lower. The other six offense
groups with lower mediang in 1954 were first and sceond degree wnrder,
escape from jail, first degres burglary, suro thefr, and lewd acts with
children.
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TAELE 24

QFFENSE AND TIME SERYED |h PRISCIN
Male Priscnars Pargled for the Figt Time, 1953 and 1954
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A slightly longer rime was served by the narcotics offenders released
during 1954 as indicated by the rise in the nme measures of median and
%0 percent range. The median time served by the grand thefr except
aute offenders finst paroled during 1954 was slightly lomger than that
of the 1953 group, but the ranges for the middle four-fifrhs of these
cases clustered berween practically che same limits cach year.

The leneis of time served by the women released on first parole
during 1953 and 1554 are presenced in Uable 9B for che only two offense
groups in which there were more than 25 cases. For all offenses com-
bined the median tme served by che women released during 1954 was
13 months, one month less than the 1953 gronp. The middle 80 percent
of the 1974 cases served from 17 e 32 mwonths, Compared with the men,
the women forgers and checle writers served about the same median rime
before first parole release, ‘The woten narcocic offenders served a some-
whar shorter time than the men; the medians of fime served for the 1953
and the 1954 first paralees were five and seven months shorter and the
upper limits of e B percent ranges were 10 and 13 months shorrer.

Reparele

Time served by the men renrned to prison with 2 new conumitment
and subsequently reparoled was abour twice as long as the time scrved
by the men returned withour a new commitment, i.c., for rechnical vio-
lation. Annual data on the men reparoled during 1953 and 1954 are mven
in ‘Table 10, by status of parolee at the time of return to prison from
the [ast parole.

Those reparoled during 1954 2fter having been returned with a now
commitaent served o median tme of 44 meonths after return, and the
technical violators served 20 months, hoth median times were two
months longer than served by the 1953 reparclees.

TABLE 10

STATUS AT RETURM FROM PARCILE AMD TIME SERYED [M PRISOWN BEFORE REFAROLE
Mole Priseners Faporaled From Prisan, 1953 and 1954
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H
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TABLE 11

OFFEMSE OF MEM FIRST RELEASED AMD STATUS AT RETURM OF MEN
RERELEASED AMD TIME SERWED

#ule Prisgnars Discharged Fram Frisan of Expirafon of Sentence, 1953 and 15954
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DISCHARGE AT EXPIRATION OF SENTENCE

Dara on time scrved by the men discharged from prison at expiration
of sentence during 1953 and 1994 are shown in Table 11. Analyses of
time served by the discharged men are made separately for the three
different tvpes of discharged prisoners whick are: those who spent their
entire sentences in prison without cver being paroled, those who had
been returncd to prison as parole violators with a new commitment, and
those who had been retwrned for technical parole violation,

Men in the first-named classification who were discharged during
1954 served a median time of two years, and the middle 80 percent
served from one to five years. Those men who had been returned to
prison as parole violators with a new cormnitment scrved after retumm
a median time twice a5 long as those first released. Those returned with-
out a new commitiment scrvad 3 median time of 20 months afrer rerum,
There was practically no change noted in the medians of time served
in prison by cach of the threc groups discharged during 1954 compared
with medians of the respective groups discharged in 1953,

Time served by the oflense groups having moere than 25 cases either
year is presentéd for the men first released, Although a much shorter
medizn time was served by the second degree burglars discharged dur-
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ing 1954 than during 1953, the ranges in tme scrved by the middle
B0 percent were exactly che same for cach year. The forgers and cheek
writers discharged during 1954 served a sg;nrtcr time than those who
were discharged during the previous year.

DEATH

There were 47 deaths of California pdsoners during 1953 and 49
during 1%34. Of the deaths oceurring tn 1953, chere were 45 adult male
felons, 1 Youth Auchority boy, and 1 adult woman felon. In 1954, those
who died were 63 adult male felons, 1 Youth Auchency boy, 3 male
recalcitrant tuberculars, and 2 adult women felons, Table 2.

EXECUTION

Fach death penalty sentence from a California superior court has an
automatic appez! to the Supreme Court, and no cxceotion is administered
until such judgment iz ratified by the Supreme Court, In California, 3
men were executed during 1953 and 9 during 1954, All received capital
punishment for {irst degree murder.




PAROCLE POPULATION AND MOVEMENT

The hoards which autherize the releases fram prison by establishrent
of the parcle dates are the same adminiserative hoards responsible for
the supervision of thase persons while on parole. The Division of Adulr
Parles, adininistered by the Adule Authority, is responsible for the
supervision of male parofecs, The Board of Trsrees of the California
Inscitetion for Women is responsible for che supervision of women
paroleus.

Annnal data relating to 1tnule parole populaton and movement are
furnished for 19353 and 1934 in Table 12A. The parole population on
December 31, 1994, was 6,176 men, which was an increase of 548 mea
from the popelation of 5,628 on Decemnber 31, 1953, Of the 6,176 popu-
lation at the close of 1954, +.943 men weare being supervised in Califormia,
637 wore under cooperarive supervision In other states, and 574 were
seeving parole cither in custedy or after deportation by the United
Srates lommigration and Warnralizaton Service,

Male parolees supervised in California on Decernber 31, 1954, totaled
5571, These consisted of the 4,943 men released from che Cahifornia
prisons plus 628 men parcled from other srares and authonzed o be

TABLE 12A

MOVEMENT QF MALE PARQLE POPULATION AND PLACE OF SUPERYISION
1953 ond 1954
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supervised by California officers under the provisions of the Tnterstate
Compact. However, the parole popularion diseussed in this chapter
relates only ta those men on parole from Califormnia posons.

Thiring 1934, there were 3,272 men who entered parole npon release
from California prisons and 253 restored or reinstated after suspension.
The 1,477 movements by transfer are merely an 2ccooncing method of
those persons who move [romn one location of parele supervision to
anorher but temain on parole. There were 1,481 men whose paroles were
terminated by discharge, pardon, or death, and 1,493 men suspended for
vielation of parole.

During 1953 and 1954, the women parole population increascd by
101, £7 in 1953 and 3 in 1954, naking 5 catal of 430 on December 31,
1954, Table 12B. Of chis populadon, 379, or 88 percent, were being
supervised in Califernia. In addition to these 379, the women parole
officers were caring for 35 women paroless in Galifornia from prisons
in uther states, so that the active supervisory load was 414, The number
of women paroled for deporation or o custody i so small rhat chis
count is included with those pareled out of state. In contrast to the
parole movement figures for the men which show jnst abour as many
suspensions as final removals, those for the women show that nearly
twice as many were removed from parole by suspension or violadon

TABLE 128

MOVEMENT OF WOMEN FAROLE POPULATION AMD FLACE QF SUPERVISION
THE3 und 1754
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as were terminated by discharge or death. However, data for che women
also show a relatively high number of reimstatements after suspension,
The ratio of reinstatements to suspensions for the women way about
30 for cach 100, and for the men it was only about 1§ for each 100.

DISCHARGE FROM PAROLE

Persons who are discharged from parole have completed their sen-
tences for some fclony offense or offenses. Most of the persons dis-
charged from parole supervision were serving their original parole from
prison, but a few were persnns who fad been re-released after one or
mote retumns to prison for parole violation. These discharged from firse
parole and those released from reparole are reviewed separately.

Year-by-year comparisons of rime served on parole by men discharged
from first parole during 1¥350-1954, Table 13A, indicar: an increase in
length of time on parole before discharge during the five-vear petiod,
The median time served by all first parolecs was 24 months hefore dis-
charpe in 1950 and in 1951, it advanced to 27 moaths during 1952 and
1653, and then rose o 30 months for those discharged during 1954,
For those who were reparoled after having been returned te prson with
a new commiement, che medians fluctuated between 25 and 29 moenths,
the lower medians being during the last two years. Likewise, the medians
of time served by chose reparoled after being retumed withour an addi-
ticnal commitment have oscillated between 15 and 21 months, with the
lowest median of the five-year period being in 1954,

TAELE T3A

TYFE OF PAROLE AMD MEDIAM TIME SERVED OM PAROLE BY TEAR
Maole Porolee: Dichargad From Parele, 1950-1954
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‘The median time spent on first parole by men discharged during the
five-year perind was 26 months for all offenses combined. Chare 11
shows the differences between this over-all median and the medians of
each offense group having more than 25 cases. The seconud-degree mur-
derers spent a median time on parole 22 manths longer than che ever-all
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median, while the men completing sentences for auto theft spent a
median time on parole 9% months shoreer.

The number of women discharged from parvle is so small that there
are only enough cases to compure medians of tme served for the yearly
groups of the first paralees and for the five-vear total of reparolees who
had been retumed to prison without a new commitment, Uable 13B.
An indication of the great ncrease in the amount of parole time Arst
parolees have scrved before discharge s the comstant rise berween the
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TAELE 13B
TYPE OF PARDLE AMD MEDIAMN TIME SERVED OM PARGLE BEY YEAR

‘Women Paraless Discharged From Parale, 1950-1954
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OFFEMSE AND TIME LZERVED OM PARDLE
Male First Poraless Dischorged From Porgls, 1953 gnd 1954
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median time setved by chose discharged during 1950 and by chosc dis-
missed duting 1954, The women firet parolees discharged during 1950
had 2 median of 21 months on parole and those discharged during 1954
had a median of 13 months, one vear longer. There was a five-month
incrause in time served between the median of 28 months for the women
discharged during 1933, and che medizn of 33 months for those of 1954

CHIznse and median time served on parole by men discharced irom
first parole for the years 1953 and 1954 are given in Table 144, While
the over-all median rose from 27 months in 1953 to 30 months i 1954
and the upper range of the mddle four-fifths of the cases rose from
36 monchs i 1953 w39 months in 1953, there were two offense groups
in which the median cme was slightly lower dering 1934 rhan the pre-
vious wvear. These were assault with deadly weapon aznd avto theft
Oyifenses for which the mediuns were idenaceal for each year were second-
degr&e murder, secand-degree burglarv, forgery and che{:ks, and nag-
cotics. I'or the other effenses, the medians were higher in 1254 than in
1953, the rise being three months in fhe cases of manslangheer, second-
degree robhery, firse-degree burglary, znd over fve months in the case
uf grand theft except auta,

The number of women diselurged each vear i wo limited that no
zeneralizarions can be nade from individual offenses on an annual basis.
For the {our offense groups which had more than 25 woinen discharged
fearn first parole daring the five-vear period 1950-1954, the median time
served and the range of the nuddle 50 pereent of the cases are given
Table 146, A comparison of the medians of these few ofense groups
ndicares that the women conviered of forgerv and checks, grand dheft
ETCCR auto, Or ranslanghter spent from 1 to 24 months longer an
parele and those convicted of narcorics served abour scven months less
than the vyver-all median time of 15 maonrhs.

It iz of some Inerest to nowe for first parokees, the relacionship of time
served Defore release from prizon with time spens on parole beiore fnal .

TARLE 14B

DFFEM3E AMD TIME SERYED QN PARDILE
Weamen First Pargless Disthorged Fram Parole, 1950-1954
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TABLE 154

DFEEMSE AND MEIDIAM TIME SERYED |M FRISON BEFCRE FAROLE
AMD OM PARCLE BEFORE CHSCHARGE
Male Prisoners Patoled Freom Prisen Far Firet Time and Male Firel
Parole=s Dischorged From Porole, 1954
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disetaerge, Cowmparisons of the median titne served in prison by men Srse
paroled during 1954 and the median parsde time of the men declhsrzed
from firse parele during 1954 are given in Table 134 for those offense
eroups 1w hich tere were more than 27 casws. For all offenses com-
bincil, the mediam pzison time of 30 months equaled the medisn parobe
Line, T comnpuring the daea in this talde one factor shoald be recognized,
The persons who were discharged from parale during 1934 had been
refessed from prison an averasoe of some two to three vears eavlior and
time served An prison has inereased to some evtene during the last two
ar thres vears. One fact that comes froan this comparison s that the
longrer the over-all sentenee, the grearer the difference between the part
scrved in prison and the portion served on parole, with the pare served
nr prtson being cunsiderably grearer. This will be seen in che dara shown
for mueder second degree, robbery first depree, and lewd acts with
chuldren.

When studying the changes in thne served by the women, ic is again
necessary o combine five years of data as rhe annoal numbers of cases
are so smzhl. The medians of time served byv women in prison before
first parole and on fise parole befare discharge during 1930-1954 are
preseored in Vable 158 by the four offense groups having mare than
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TABLE 136
DFFENSE AMD MEDIAM TIME SERVED I PRIGOW BEEFORE PAROLE
AMB M PARDLE BEFCIRE DISCHARGE
Women Prsanars Porglad From Prison For First Time ord Wamen First
Poroless Diccharged From Parele, 1933-1954
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15 cases cach. For &l ofense grouns comhined, the ssedian of 27 meonths
served i prison was the same as the median tinie segved on parcle, In
vonsideration of the already noted trend of longer poriods of dme on
parele it is probable thet the medims shown m s able for the five
vears eombined mav be somowehar less rhan the time that has been
required of the parolees dischwraed doring the maore recent vears.

SUSPEMSION

When either a wan or 2 woeman viokares parabe che sentencing hoard
orders a suspenston from parole, and time served woward the term suops
uttil the pareles s retumed o prison oF & reinstzred on parole. In
Talde 16 are shown date on all California male parolees, super ised in
thiz Srwe wnd oun of swate, who were supended dueog [993 and F994,
The men whose paroles were suspended are divided in three croups;
thwie wha violwed rechinical provisions of theie parole, those wh bad
ahscomded and rheir whoreabouts weore unknown ot the time of suspan-
sion despnated PYVAL, [ur parole viokitor at larve, and those wlo were
charged wich now affenses, For cach of those three groups §s shown the
ratior of the nober suspended per 1LOMY average patole populaton {or
the vear., Between 1933 and 1434, while the over-all ratio per 14400
avergre oo load shows o reduction from 2627 m 1933 w 250 in 1934,
rhere wwas a shight inerease in the rario of technical volators, a rarher
substantisl decrease in the ratio of PV AL suspensions, and 2 veev slight
decrease in rhe ratio of those sespended beeause of additional erimmal
oflense charoes,

For the California male parolees seho were suspended from supervi-
sion in Califernia duviog 1934, the reasons for suspension and lenaths
of time on parcle before vieladon arc given io Lable 17, The median
time berween relesse from prison and violation of parole was 6 months,
andl the range of che middle %3 pereent of the cases was from 1 to 15
months. One-half of those suspended for techaical ressons and for
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BAROLE. POPULATION AND MOVEMERT 43

TABLE 1I7

REASCH FOR SUSPEMSIOM AND TIME ON PAROLE BEFORE VIOLATION
kols Parolesr Suspended From Supervision in California, 1954
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Medizc il I,
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PYAL. . I hmmee e meman .- EEL 5 ] 1-44
Criminal |:|:|a:r|{- cee mmemen eceneeaen i i@ ] 12

absconding were on parcle 5 months or less hefore vieladng, and 50
percent of those sspended because of new criminal charges spent 6
months or less on parole before violating.

A& study of information on the vislations of each annual class of men
paroled to Calilorpia supervision s of further interest. The propottion
of parolees who were suspended durng the vear of parole and during
cach successive vear thercafrer through the four complere years afier
the year of pamlc is shown on a cumulative basis in Table 184, Uhe
great majority of those who violare generally do su by the completion
of the second year following the vear of parole. There has been
recent years a decrease in the propottion wha viskre. For the 1930
parulees, 41.8 percent had violated by the end of the first year following
the year af parole, and for the 1953 parolees the proportion was 39.7
percent. Similar decreases are noted n the percenrage whe were sus-
pended the same year az paroled and in the second year following the
yeur of parole.

‘The cumujative percentage of ail women parciees suspended for the
first time s presented for each suecessive year of parole m Table 188,
Yor the 1954 women parolees, 25.8 percent bad been suspended during
the vear of parole, while for 1950 parolees this percentage had heen

TARLE 184

CUMULATIVE PERGCEMTAGE OF PAROLEES SUSPEMDED EACH YEAR AFTER PARQLE
Mele Paroless Svipanded Aftor Poraled to Suparvision in Colifornla, 17540-1954

Your ool perol:
Yorar dusing whoen aaprisded — , - :
[WEN] 1nst l il ) 1953 , 134
N — — — J— --—,— — 1 [ ; _

Meombies prroloed c—ae - 1 %5! ' ERE] . LD I B 7T , sk 13
Tearof patleoo.  oeee. aone. 4.7 ¥l | 151 ol & IEa
Vst yenr afbes panlco.. oLlL .- 41.8 ; q0.3 ma 9T
I8 year afiar ns.-v:..__ e R 7 H I 174 1F.3

S0 wear alis parser, I e 1.2 FE -
itk yui- afer gl (L Lol || +#.1 ! ’ '




EPA CATIFORNIA PRTZONERS

TABLE 186

CUMULATIVE PERCENTAGE OF PARCLEES SUSPEMDER EACH YEAR AFTER PAROLE
Waomen Paraless Susponded far the First Time, 1950-1954

Tear ol pansle
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only 14.7. By the end of the first vear after parale, 3.7 percene of the
1950 paraless had been suspended as compared with 42,0 percent of
the 1953 parule class. In reeene years chere has been an increase in the
proportion whe violated durimg the fint few years afrer parole,

REINSTATEMEMNT

A number of persons who have been declared vielators are reinsrated
to active parole supervision withont being returned to prison. The most
common siouation in which this occurs s i relaton to parole absconders
who, when their whercabomts are discovered, are found o have been in
no firrther tromble and vsuatly are suoporting thanselves or theit famihics
and their only dereliction was in not having kept in contaer with rheir
parole supervisors. Another group of persons who are reinstated fre-
quently are persons who have heen conviered of new offenzes, and whao
having served a term of imprisonmenc either in jail or in prison in an-
other srate are restored to parole under active supervision at the comple-
tion of their terms of incarceration, as it is feft thar no constructive
rurpose would be served by returning them ro a California prison for
addicional confinement.

For cach year of the period 1250-1954, the number of men reinscated
with the reasun Tor suspension s given in Table 19, along with the rato
of the number of reinstatements to 100 average member of mspensions
for the two-year period which includes the year of reinstarement and
the previons yvear. This averaging of a two-yeuwr perdod has been used
as it was found thar dwee-fourths of all reinstatemenes oceurred within
two vears following suspension,

There has been soume rise and fall in che ratio of those reinstated to
those suspemuled, being 17 per 100 suspensions for the years 1950 and
1951, rising o 21 in 1932 and decreasing to I8 in 1954, By looling at
the reason for suspension and its relation to reinstatement, it will be seen
that most reinsratemenes were of men who had ahsconded. There was
a ratio of from 21 to 32 reinstatements per 100 suspensions for persons
who were PYAL, e, parale vielators ar Darge. For men who were
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48 CALTFORNIA PHISONERS

suspended because of eriminal charges, the ratic of reinstatements was
from 1% to 17 per 100 suspensions. For those who were suspended on
purely techmcal grounds, the ratie for the five years combined was
4 rcinstatements per 100 suspensions, and for the year 1954, was only
1 per 100 suspensioms. '

It has been noted earlier that there was 2 higher rare of reinstatements
of women. The following data show the number of reinstatemens of
women parolees during each of the last five years, and the ratio of rein-
statetnents to 100 average number of sospensions for the two-veur
period:

Fatio per MK
oglir g 4
Nummber of  suspenrions

Yenr FeiRmatemeRtT [T S0 years
Toral 1950-1934 R e _ 177 43
1950 - - . T 0
1931 b g
1953 . 52 i¢
1954 & §2

The ratio of remstaremnents per 100 wormen parolees suspended ranged
from a low of 30 during 19350 to a high of §3 during 19352 and rose close
to that high polnt again i 1954, being 520 Per 100 swspensions, the
women reinstated about 28 times as many as did the men.
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